
Better Teaching



Why do we 
Teach 
English to 
Speakers of 
Other 
Languages?



Facts about Teaching
• Teachers see students coming to classrooms with 
more challenges than before.

• Teachers aren’t in this profession for the money. 

• Teachers spend their days talking, laughing, and 
being creative with awesome kids.

• Teachers work an average of ten hours per day and 
52 hours per week. 

• Approximately 92.4% of teachers spend their own 
money on their students or classrooms.



Facts about Learning



Let’s Teach and 
Learn Today!

1. Modern Teaching - Experiential Learning
2. Meaningful Learning
3. Learning Stages - Phases of Learning
4. ECRIF
5. Scaffolding with ECRIF
6. Student-Centered Lessons – Teacher Talking 

Time
7. Collaborative Learning
8. Tips to Empower
9. Classroom Setup – Lay-Out Considerations

10. Giving Instructions - CCQs
11. Correcting
12. Activities
13. Pairing and Grouping
14. Best Practices

Get in groups of 4 
and each discuss 
the topics 
assigned, being 
ready to present 
to the rest of us.
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❑ “No, that’s wrong. You must say, “I went to the bank yesterday.”

❑ “I went to the bank yesterday.”

❑ “Yesterday, I…” (pause to let student correct).

❑ “Verb tense?”

❑ “Go is in the present. You need past tense.”

❑ “What’s the second word?”

❑ Whisper or mouth, “I  went.”

❑ “What?”

❑ “Oh, you went to the bank yesterday.” (in conversational tone.)

Techniques for Responding to Mistakes and Identifying Errors.*
Student Error: I go to the bank yesterday.
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❑ Draw six lines on the board and point to the second line to indicate a problem.

❑ “Really? Did you make a deposit?”

❑ “Go?”

❑ Make a gesture to  indicate past tense.

❑ Use fingers to indicate where the error is. (Each finger represents a word in the sentence.) 
allow time for self-correction.

❑ Finger touches ear, quizzical  expression on face.

❑ “Can anyone help (name student)?”

❑ “Please repeat.”

❑ “You go to the bank yesterday?” (stress “go”).

Techniques for Responding to Mistakes and Identifying Errors.*
Student Error: I go to the bank yesterday.



Scaffolding with ECRIF

ENCOUNTE

R

Providing clear context. Giving students 
chance to talk, providing text to read or 
listen to, eliciting vocabulary.

Brainstorming vocabulary, answering questions with target language, describing a 
picture, gap fill activity, choosing the best response to a dialog, marking specific 
words in a text

CLARIFY Finding out what students already know.
Matching meaning or rules to words or sentences, sorting sentences or words into 
groups, Discussing the meaning, pronunciation, rules of the language items, Using 
dictionaries.

REMEMBER
Dong choral repetition, giving specific 
feedback to students.

Having students quiz each other, for example, with pictures, meaning and words. 
Drills, Playing games, Recognition activities, saying a word and pointing a picture, 
matching questions and answers, meaning and words, sentences and situations.

INTERNALIZ

E

Providing chances to use the vocabulary, 
or structure to talk about themselves, 
giving students time to think and recall, 
allowing students to write and reflect.

Answering questions, doing gap fill activities, choose correct words, place into 
blanks, doing tailless sentences, correcting sentences with mistakes, making a 
story, creating a survey, making sentences about yourself, putting words in order, 
ranking.

FLUENTLY 

USE

Encouraging students to ask more 
questions and give longer answers, giving 
students time to get ideas, noting errors 
that students make for future lessons.

Retelling stories, doing role-plays, discussing questions, jigsaw activities, making a 
decision based on oral analysis.



Best Practices
☺ They always greet students when arriving to the classroom.
☺  They write relevant information about the lesson, e.g. objectives, 

book unit, etc.
☺ They bring dynamism to the class by not remaining seated at their 

desk.
☺  Start their lessons with a reference from students’ surroundings.
☺  Ask questions and encourage students to ask questions as well.
☺  Call students by their names.
☺  Praise students when they achieve progress, no matter how little 

they are.
☺  Allow students to have a say about the lesson. Give them options 

to decide.



Best Practices
☺ Using background music when appropriate.
☺  Inaccuracy response techniques  –including peer correction.
☺  Teach to different modalities (VAKT).
☺  Use Think/Pair/Share.
☺  Getting students to keep eye contact during pair work.
☺  Modeling –both Teacher to Student and Student to Student.
☺  Giving students solitary time to work and process information.
☺  Using humor.
☺  Move around room, both teacher-student.
☺  Keep ratio of student talking time vs. teacher talking time.



Best Practices
☺ Pair work/group work –varying methods of pairing/grouping and switching 

partners/groups.
☺ Peer-teaching.
☺  Use Concept Checking Questions.
☺  Get feedback from learners –Example: ask for their feelings on tasks; ask if 

it was too easy, too difficult, or just right.
☺  Ask students to  share one thing they learned in the lesson before leaving.
☺ Discover the world outside by bringing authentic material to the 

classroom. Take students outside when possible.
☺ Use technology as a supporting tool, to complement what is discussed in 

class.



Ty!


